
Storygarden News 

News & Events from the Children’s Room at the Billerica Public Library  

 

February School Vacation 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Passport to AdventureéPassport to Fun  
ñCatch the Train to Spainò 

Wednesday, February 22 from 3:30—4:45 p.m.  
 

Join us for stories, crafts, music and more from exotic places 

around the world.  For grades 1ð8 ONLY!   

Online registration required!  Online registration starts Monday,   

January 9 at 9:00 a.m.  

February Highlights                                                               

in the Childrenõs Room 

“Billerica     

Bookworms ” 

Wednesday, February 29  
                                at 3:30 p.m.  
                                For ages 4-8 

 
Calling all bookworms...join us for our new 
ÂÏÏË ÃÌÕÂȦ  4ÈÉÓ ÍÏÎÔÈȭÓ ÆÅÁÔÕÒÅÄ ÂÏÏË ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ 
Catwings by Ursula K. LeGuin.  Children can 
ÐÉÃË ÕÐ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÏË ÁÔ ÔÈÅ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ 

Desk beginning January 20. 

 

February 2012  

Valentineõs Day Make-N -Take  
 

Friday, February 10 &  
Saturday, February 11 

From 9:30 a.m.ñ4:30 p.m. 
Drop in and make a free craft!  No registration required! 

 

 
 

Meet Daisy the Pig!  
Saturday, February 25 

at 10:30 a.m.  
Kids, come pig out on reading!  
Meet Daisy II, the famous pot -

bellied pig and listen to some great 
books!  Daisy has the worldôs largest collection of pig 

books and has toured libraries and schools all over the 
United States!  

For ages 3 and up only!   

Registration required!  Online 

 registration starts Monday, January 30 at 

9:00 a.m.  

This event was paid for by the Alice S. 

Card fund, a fund established to develop 

interest and enjoyment of literature and 

writing in the community.  

Tiny Tot Tunes 
Musical performance by òEd Morganó 

Infant/Toddler Music Series for ages 0-3  
 

Wednesday, February 15 at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Online registration starts Tuesday, January 23  
at 9:00 a.m.   

Winter Wonders  
Animal Show  

Presented by Animal World Experience  
For ages 4 and up only!  

 

Tuesday, February 21  at 6:30 p.m.  
 

Did you ever wonder what animals like snakes, frogs, 
turtles and rabbits do in the wintertime?  Join us as we 

explore the many ways that animals survive in, and 
thrive in, the winter.  Come to this program to meet some 

of these animals and learn all about hibernation!  
 

Registration Required!  Online registration starts Monday,  
January 30 at 9:00 a.m.  

 

ySpread the 

8@QLSGx  
 The Childrenõs staff would like to thank all 
those who donated to our mitten tree this year.  We 
were able to collect over 100 items, which we donated 

to the House of Hope in Lowell.  
  The winner of the òSnow Survival Kitó was the 
Azevedo Family.  Thank you for helping us spread the 
warmth this holiday season!  

Billerica Lego Club 
For grades K-6 

Saturday, February 18 from 1:30 -3:00 p.m.  

Saturday, March 17 from 1:30 ï3:00 p.m.  
Create! Have Fun! Make New Friends! 

Bring your own legos or use the clubôs legos! 

No registration required!  



 

 

 

                           

The One and Only  by Katherine Applegate 

“This tender tale of friendship and hope is narrated by 

a silverback gorilla living at The Big Top Mall, a 

shabby, circus-themed roadside attraction.  For years, 

Ivan was passively content.  He had his art, unlimited 

bananas, and his friends:  Stella (an elephant), Bob (a 

stray dog), and Julia (a human child).  Ivan’s eyes are 

finally opened to his deplorable surroundings when he 

loses a friend due to neglect.  The last straw is when he 

witnesses the attraction’s owner abusing Ruby, a newly 

acquired baby elephant.  Thus, Ivan is inspired to take 

action.  With some help from his human friends, his 

dream of a better life for all the Big Top’s animals 

might just come true.  The character of Ivan, as  

explained in an author’s note, is inspired by a real go-

rilla that lived through similar conditions before being 

adopted by Zoo Atlanta.  Applegate makes a powerful 

statement about the treatment of animals—especially 

those living in captivity-and reminds readers that all 

creatures deserve a safe place to call home.  Castelao’s 

delightful illustrations enhance this lovely story, and 

the characters will capture readers’ hearts and never 

let go.”  

One Book, One Billerica,  

Pass It On!       Book Buzzzé 
 
 

About the Program: 
 

 Once again, The Billerica Public Library and their 

Family Friends Group are preparing to launch our townwide 

reading campaign entitled ñOne Book, One Billerica, Pass It 

On!ò  This will be our 8th annual campaign and we are  

looking forward to another successful program. 

 ñOne Book, One Billericaò was created to  

encourage a love of reading in residents, regardless of  

education, background, or economic status, through a shared 

reading experience.  ñOne Bookò reminds our busy citizens 

that reading can be a fun experience and gives everyone an  

excuse to slow down for a few weeks and enjoy a good book 

with family and friends.  Children who see adults in the 

community reading for pleasure are encouraged to read 

themselves. 

 
About the Book: 

 
The book we have selected this year is The Fairy-Tale  

Detectives of The Sisters Grimm series, by  

Michael Buckley.  In this first book of the series we are  

introduced to sisters Sabrina and Daphne Grimm who are 

sent to live with their grandmother after the mysterious  

disappearance of their parents.  Granny Relda reveals that 

the girls are ancestors of the Brothers Grimm and itôs now 

their responsibility to become fairy-tale detectives.  Their 

first case is to stop a giant from destroying their new  

hometown.  Sisters Grimm is a page turner that incorporates  

humor, tension, suspense and a wild cast of characters.  It is 

what happens after ñHappily Ever Afterò. 

 
Ways You Can Participate: 

 
Pick up a free copy of The Fairy-Tale  

Detectives of The Sisters Grimm at the library or vari-

ous other places in town beginning the first of the new 

year. 

Encourage your relatives, friends and co-workers to 

read also. 

Pass on the book after reading it by either  

handing it to someone, bring it to one of our distribution 

points listed on our website, or just leaving it someplace 

in the community where another resident can discover 

it. 

Log on to our website, www.billericalibrary.org and let 

us know what you thought of the story on our ñPass It 

Onò library blog. 

Check out the library website for programs related to 

this story.  
  

Tech Buzz  
 

Some of the best titles in the new 

field of Apps for children went online 

last fall.  Below is a description of one of these 

popular apps.  

 

Go Away, Big Green Monster ! 

ªÉdªÒÇÊ×ÑÊÞ ̃ØdØÙÔ×ÞdÍÆØdÑÔÓÌdÇÊÊÓdÆdËÆÛÔ×ÎÙÊdÔËd

children looking for a not so scary, scary story.  

§ÎÌd¬×ÊÊÓd²ÔÓØÙÊ× ̃ØdËÆÈÊdÒÆÙÊ×ÎÆÑÎßÊØdÇÊËÔ×Êd

their eyes.  Once the full - featured monster appears 

ÆÓÉdÎØdÙÔÑÉdÙÔd̆¬Ôd¦ÜÆÞėdÊÛÊ×ÞÙÍÎÓÌdÉÎØÆÕÕÊÆ×Ød

until he vanishes completely and is ordered not to 

×ÊÙÚ×Ód̆ÚÓÙÎÑd®dØÆÞdØÔ̇rdd¹ÍÊdÆÓÎÒÆÙÎÔÓdÎØd 

delightful with a mouth that moves and a face that 

×ÊÆÈÙØdÙÔdÛÎÊÜÊ×Ø ̃dÙÔÚÈÍÊØrdd¹ÍÊdÓÆ××ÆÙÎÔÓdÎØd

Ì×ÊÆÙpdÙÍÊd̆¸ÎÓÌd¦ÑÔÓÌ̇dÛÊ×ØÎÔÓdÆd̆ØÍÔÜdØÙÔÕq

per.  This app is $2.99.  



Sponsored by the Family Friends of the Billerica Public Library  

Caldecott and Newbery Award Winners 

For 2012 

 

Caldecott Medal 

òThe Caldecott Medal was named in honor of nineteenth-century English  

illustrator Randolph Caldecott.  It is awarded annually by the Association for  

Library Service to Children, a division of the American Library  

Association, to the artist of the most distinguished American picture book for 

children.ó 

 

Caldecott Medal 2012 Winner: 

A Ball For Daisy  illustrated and written by  

Chris Raschka  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Caldecott Honor Books 

Blackout, written and illustrated by John Rocco  

 

Grandpa Green, written and illustrated by Lane Smith  

 

Me é Jane, written and illustrated by Patrick McDonnell  

 

 

 

 

The Newbery Medal  

 

òThe Newbery Medal was named for eighteenth-century British bookseller John 

Newbery.  It is awarded annually by the Association for Library Service to  

Children, a division of the American Library Association, to the author of the 

most distinguished contribution to American literature for  

children.ó 

 

Newbery Medal 2012 Winner:  

Dead End in Norvelt by Jack Gantos   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newbery Honor Books:  

Inside Out & Back Again by Thanhha Lai  

Breaking Stalin's Nose by Eugene Yelchin  


